fistorical and present local
community involvement in
Musquash Estuary resources:

Rabindra Singh, PhD
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Ecaosystem Maragement
St. George, NB

REL
L

457 10N
H

Misqua&h Estuary " $
H &
WMarifie Protected Area - N

Musquash Estuary
Marine Protected Area

[C] Marine Protected Area

il
[ DFO-sdmiistered 0 1],
Idertidal Area L &
ki

i Ivertical Ares Bay of Fundy km

Why so special?
e Little industrial development
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® Introduction
— Location

— Why so special?
— Designation

_rhoesbyd. Tomson. @ Community involvement
— Pre- and Post-designation

® Community history of
resource use and support
for the MPA (video clips)

Largest intact estuaki
the Bay of-Fundy.

Unique due to its size; expansive salt
marshes, undisturbed natural condition
and diverse habitat and wildlife

Photo by T. Byrne. UNB Oce:
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Chronology

Friends of Musquash formed
= includes residents and landowners
2002 — Musquash MPA Advisory Committee

2006 - Province transfers intertidal areas to
federal gov’'t. December 14, 2006, Musquash
Estuary MPA is designated under Canada's
Oceans Act

Planning & Working Groups - 1999

Aimed to increase Community Involvement

* A series of stakeholder meetings — provide info,
answer questions/concerns, seek support and..
involvement

* Open house communrty meetrngs h Musquash —

invitation to partiCighte in planping’ process @

Planning Group &
UNB Ocean Mapping Group (2000)
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* A small soft-shell cla
* A small six boat scallo

® Healthier estuary
* More productive estuary
® Continued lobster, scallop and clam fish

Planning & Working Groups - 1999

"< Interested individuals/local residents/landowners
* CCNB

DFO

DU
Provincial reps
— Environment & Local Government
Aboriginal groups
* Fishing industry

- Initiate a study - determine applicability of Ocean
* Review wording of proposed Regulations
 Increase awareness about the proposal

Planning Group Overall Objectlve

Yo se natural habrtat andibird life in the
marsh + :

Preserve the area forfuture generations

Ensure the conservatlon and sustalnable use
of the marsh



Friends of
Musquash (2001)

s Local residents/landbwnérs & commUnTTy Gro Y groups
- Means of gathering community viewpoints
~ Provide input i m_en:c, Rk

Group & Others
— CCG, Universiti
— Saint John Port

se of Fishery Resources

Important salmon fishing area
Lobster fishing
Weir fishing — herring

Cod fishing
Clam fishing
Other ground fish species

Use of Marsh

Dykes

- farming
- cattle grazing
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Historical Use of the rea

~ = Boat building
®Aboriginal use

Loyalist — military officers w

Building of Dykes
Wood working operations

Six saw mills during the
1800's

Exports of lumber

# | ogs from forests
Use hand tools
- Fishing boats
- Repairs
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Aboriginal Use of the Area

5. i T = Nomination and present support as a
Aboriginal groups — as far as NS - Marine Pretected Area
manent settlements : - L
Foar e i ;

Historical and present local community involvement in Musquash
Estuary resource use and protection

Musquash Estuary Marine Protected Area (MPA) was nominated as a
candidate MPA in 1998 by the Conservation Council of New Brunswick with
the support of the Fundy North Fishermen's Association. It was designated
as a MPA on December 14, 2006. The natural resources in the area have
been important in the development of the Musquash community and there
are strong historical use by the residents of the area. The Musquash
community also supported the establishment of the MPA and local
residents are today part of the Musquash Advisory Committee.
Residents provide local knowledge and experience to assist in the

~ management of the MPA. In this presentation, which will include video
clips, we will provide information captured in a recently completed oral
history project to describe how the natural resource use by the community
has changed over time. We will also illustrate how the participation of local
residents aided the establishment and how they continue to be involved in
the management of the MPA.
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