Contributions of Traditional Ecological
Knowledge to Conservation Strategies:

The Impact of Cultural Context, Spiritual
Frameworks and Educational Systems
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Introduction

<~ Conservation is now an imperative rather than an aspiration for
the survival of all life including humans.
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Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)

Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)

Traditional Ecological Knowledge is defined as: “a cumulative

body of knowledge, practice, and belief, evolving by adaptive

cesses and handed down through generations by ¢
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TEK Elements:
Indigenous Education Systems

TEK offers a myriad of techniques in ecological education;
{- a traditional understanding “through myths, collective thinki
¢periential learning, intuiti wagley, :
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TEK Elements:

Cultural Embeddedness

Cultural embeddedness can be defined as an object, entity, method,

principle being constructed, located

culture or huma

and bound within a large
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TEK Elements:
Spiritual Frameworks

The spirit and the natural world are
ematizes Scolical know

spirit
in the la

inseparable,

Spiritual
Frameworks

TEK Elements:
Spiritual Frameworks
Indigenous spirit . .. Western science.. . .
transcends data & endeavours to
measurements, ¥ derstand and
izing the import r

Spiritual
Frameworks

TEK and Conservation Strategies

An example of TEK out of context: >
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TEK and Conservation Strategies

A case study in potential success and respectful integ

ration:

| - A co-management plan between the iwi

Present Utilization of TEK in Conservation
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Present Utilization of TEK in Conservation

<~ within its spiritual context, TEK is filled with life and wisdom
<~ decontextualized it becomes void and superficial
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A Progressive Paradigm: TEK and
Conservation Strategies
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Conclusions

1. It is essential that Western Science and Indigenous cultures
come together to establish a new paradigm to preserve the
cultural context of TEK. _

All forms of life are interconnected in life’s process and
interwoven in kinship with one another. One compe
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